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ON THE COVER 8

Members of the Federation
Army’'sll Corpsfrom Tuzla
make their way over rough
terrain duringthe Marchand
Shoot competition Aug. 27.
(Photo by Pfc. Michael V.
Bennett)

WEearoNs CACHE 5

Anarray of weaponsranging
from machinegunsto rocket
propelled grenadelaunchers
are found in the hills of
Banovici. (Photoby Sgt. Jim
J. Dowd)

AIRBORNE TRADITIONS 6

Paratroopers shatter bottles,
bricks and concrete blocks
during the Russian Airborne
Day celebration. (Photo by
Sgt. Allen G. Connor Jr.)

Military gets savings plan option
Nearly 3,500 pounds of ordnance goes sky high-----------
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Troops Find Weapons In the Hills

Cache discovered

during routine patrol

Story by Spc. Grant Calease
Photo by Sgt. Jim Dowd
Camp Comanche

U.S. soldiers from the Georgia Army
National Guard discovered a large cache
of weapons Aug. 19 in Bosnia.

The cache was found in the hills
surrounding Banovici, eight mileswest of
Camp Comanche, by soldiersfrom Co. B,
1st Battalion, 108th Armor.

“We were doing a normal, routine
presence patrol in this village and we did
an investigation of a storage shed,” said
Co. B commander Capt. Frank Holder.

“Wejust recently started patrolling this
area,” said Staff Sgt. Charles Pierce of Co.
B. He said another unit that patrolled the
area earlier provided his company with
someintelligence on the barn and afollow-
up uncovered the cache.

After securing the area, soldiers from
Co. B called their command and Explosive
Ordinance Disposal, who came out to the
siteand found considerably more ordnance

Upcoming
Closures

This mortar, along with several rifles, ma-
chine guns and other ordnance were dis-
covered in a weapons cache near
Banovici.

than originally expected, said Capt. Holder.
“We found an array of weapons from

machine guns and bolt-action rifles to a
rocket propelled grenade launcher and lots
of ammo,” Capt. Holder said.

“Our concern is that some of these
weapons might have been stolen from or
perhaps removed from a weapons storage
site,” said Warrant Officer Ralph Lovett,
deputy compliance chief, Joint Military
Commission at Eagle Base.

The JMC works with the weapons
storage sitesin the area. They monitor the
sites run by the Armed Forces in Bosnia-
Herzegovinaaswell asthe onesrun by the
International Police Task Force, said
Warrant Officer Lovett.

The weapons collected from the
discovered cache will be added to the
weapons gathered as part of Project
Harvest. Project Harvest is a Bosnian-led
effort assisted by Multinational Division
(North) to encourage local citizensto turn
in any illegal or unwanted weapons and
ammunition. It also encourages citizensto
report ordnance to the proper authorities
for collection.

“They will all most likely be destroyed,”
saidWarrant Officer Lovett of theweapons
and ordnance.

Eagle Base civilian dies

Robert Ruiz, 27, worked at Education Center

EagleBase
Sports Complex
and Movie

Theater —

The Eagle Base Sports
Complex and Movie
Theater will be closed
Sept. 19 - Oct.19 for
construction and re-
conditioning. MWR
will still operate their
video theatre in build-
ing 14 along Salute
Alley.

Balkan Grille —
The Balkan Grille will
be closed beginning9
p.m. Oct. 4, until 5
p.m. Oct. 5 for the
transfer of authority
reception. Meal hours
at the Longhorn Grille
will be extended to
accomodate the addi-
tional soldiers.
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A memoria servicewasheld
Wednesday on Eagle Base for
the U.S. civilian who died
Sunday after being stabbed.

Robert Ruiz's service was
attended by his friends and
acquaintances who include
soldiers and co-workers.

“Our hearts go out to the
family and loved ones of Mr.
Robert Ruiz,” said Mgj. Gen.
Welter L. Sharp, commanding
genera, Multinational Division
(North).

Robert Ruiz

Mr. RuizZ's spouse is being
held asasuspect in the stabbing
at the U.S. Army detention
facility inMannheim, Germany.
SheisaU.S. soldier assigned
totheBrusselsHealth Clinicin
Belgium. In accordance with
Department of Defense
guidance, specific information
in matters under investigation
is not disclosed until com-
pletion.

“Thisisatremendous loss,”
said his supervisor and friend,
Paul Lovello, director of
education centers in
Multinational Division (North),
Sargjevo and Taszar. At the
memoria service, Mr. Lovello,
eulogized that Mr. Ruiz, “Was
respected and respectful. | am
fortunate to have known him.”

Chap. (Mg.) Mike Durham,
command chaplain, explained
that the service was “away to
celebrate the life of one who
graced our lives. Your livesare
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much richer because of thetime
you spent with him.”

Mr. Ruiz joined the
education center staff in
March 2000. After a short
hiatus, he returned in July.

“This was a fine 27-year-
old patriot, still serving his
country. He was a robust
young man,” Mr. Lovello said
of Mr. Ruiz, who was
recognized around Eagle Base
for the “patriotic” tattoos that
covered both arms, he noted.

Mr. Ruiz served in the
Marine Corps for seven years
asanembassy guardin Nigeria
and Brussels before his
employment with the educa-
tion center.

No chargeshave beenfiled.
The investigation continues.

The General Court Martial
Convening Authority is the
Commanding General, 21st
Theater Support Command in
Europe.



(Above) Col. Vladimir Demidov, com-
mander of the 22nd Separate Peacekeep-
ing Airborne Russian Regiment, praises
his troops for their integrity and heroism
during the Russian Airborne Day cer-
emony.

(Below) Paratroopers from the 22nd
SPARR demonstrate precision hand-to-
hand combat techniques in formation. The
styleis similiar to martial arts. (Above) A
Russian paratrooper breaks clay tiles while
fellow soldiers hold them.

Russian Airborne

Air Force Maj.
Richard C. Sater
Photos by

Sgt. Allen Connor
Eagle Base

Their motto brags “No
one except us.”

A celebration of Russian
Airborne Day Aug. 2 at
Camp  Ugljevik in
Multinational Division
(North) clearly illustrated
that the airbornetroopshave
earned exclusive rights to
such a philosophy.

The Russian Parachute
Troop has a rich heritage
datingto Aug. 2, 1930, when
a dozen paratroopers from
the Air Force of Moscow
successfully jumped froman
airplane asan experiment. It worked, ushering in anew erafor Russian air power. Every Aug. 2,
in honor of the first jump, the RPT celebrates its birthday. Russia’s airborne elite is easily
recognizable by the distinctive blue and white striped shirt and blue-green beret. Members of
the 22nd Separate Peacekeeping Airborne Russian Regiment dressed in their finest uniforms
and marked the birthday with much pomp and circumstance: flags, a parade, a brass band,
medal's and speeches.

Among the distinguished speakerswasthe 22nd’ s commander, Col. Vladimir Demidov, who
praised histroopsfor their “ duty, integrity, heroism and love of state.” Lt. Gen. Michael Dodson,
commander of the Stabilization Forcein Bosniaand Herzegovina, also commended the assembled
soldiersfor their “ patriotism, strength, resilience and team spirit,” he said. The speeches were
translated twice so that everyone in the assembled crowd — Russian, Bosnian and American —
couldfollow aong. After
the formal ceremony, a
drill team from the
regiment performed
some truly spectacular
feats of strength and
daring, starting with a
demonstration of hand-
to-hand combat tech-
niques and ending with
the destruction of build-
ing materials, amid much
flame and gunshot.

The show combined
martial arts, wrestling,
and dance, choreo-
graphed for maximum
theatric effect. Fearless
airborne soldiers shat-
tered bottles, bricks,
concrete blocksand clay
tileswith their fists, feet
or foreheads, emerging
bloody but grinning from
the adrenaline rush.

“It'satradition,” said
Maj. Alexander Starun-
sky, the 22nd SPARR’s
public relations officer.
“Fun, airborne-style.
The noise, the smoke,

Clay tiles and team spirit fly high during the Russian Airborne ¢
ties. Thesetroops are considered to be the strongestin the Rus
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the speed — it is the
spirit of the team.”
And it is the energy
and en thusiasm of no
one except the
Russian Parachute
Troop.

The only element
missing from the
celebration was a
demonstration by the
troops of their best
skill: parachuting.
They were unable to
schedule the nec-
essary air transport-
ation, Mgj. Starunsky
said.

There are approx-
imately 900 Russian
lay festivi-  troops currently serv-
sianarmy. ing in SFOR, spread

across four base
camps; Ugljevik is the Russian
forces' headquarters.

The Russian regi-ment receives
itstasking fromthe U.S. command
at Eagle Base, according to Ma.
Sarunsky. The Russians support
Civil-Military  Cooperation
missions (CIMIC), demining
operations, pre-sence patrols, and
medical or humanitarian assistance.

Russian troops have been
involved in SFOR and its
predecessor, the Implementation
Force, since the beginning in late
1995, Mg. Starunsky said.

Many of the current soldiersare
veterans; some are completing
their second or third rotation here.
“Deployment to Bosnia is very
honorable,” he said.

Airborne soldiers might seem
overqualified for aground mission,
but “they are our most prepared
troops, physically and psy-
chologically. They're aggressive,
the strongest troopsin the Russian
army. A lot of them have real
combat experience.”

The missions — particularly
CIMIC—were" unexpected tothem.
At the beginning, it was very
difficult, but now they are more
experienced, and it'sno problem.”

L ater thisyear, however, withthe
next rotation, regular infantry
troops are scheduled to replace the
22nd SPARR, but the Russian
commitment will stand firm.“ Asfar
as | know, there is no date for the
end of the mission. When the
mission is accomplished, we will
withdraw,” Mgj. Starunsky said.

'u&W

The Airborne Day celebration would not be complete without breaking bricks, blocks, clay tiles and
bottles with hands, feet —and heads.

Paratroopers lay wreaths on amemorial in remembrance of Gen. Vasiley Magelov during the Rus-
sian Airborne Day ceremony. Gen. Magelov is highly respected among paratroopers due to his
leadership in setting apart the elite men of airborne troops.
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Sgt. Calvin Townsend, Jr.,
from Task Force Medical
Eagle, wipes down his rifle
bolt in preparation for the
shooting competition.(Photo
by Cpl. Anthony Koch)

JMC’s Planning Makes Perfect

Story by Cpl. Anthony Koch
Eagle Base

all the battle groups of Multinational Division (North).
They had coalition medical support which required much
coordination and planning.

“It wasacooperative effort between (Stabilization Forces) and
(Armed Forcesin Bosniaand Herzegovina),” said Cpt.William D.
Meredith, plans officer for the Joint Military Commission,
regarding the entire operation.

Nearly two months ago the planning for this mission began,

The ‘March and Shoot’ competition held Aug. 27 involved

Maj. Gen. Walter L. Sharp, Multinational Division North Com-
mander, presents the March and Shoot first place trophy for
overall performance to Federation Army Master Sgt. Alihodzic
Fikret, leader of the winning Il Corp team.(Photo by Cpl. An-
thony Koch)

according to Maj. Thomas Wren, special projects officer for the IMC. It
required much coordination between all other battle groupsin MND(N),
much of which was done face to face instead over the phone or email.

Medical planning for this possibly dangerous event, proved a
challenge. “We had to make sure that the medical planning incorporated
al thedifferent nations, and the AFin BiH,” said Cpt. Nicole Cunningham,
from the deputy division surgeonsoffice. Accordingto Cpt. Cunningham,
they needed to have multinational medical coverage because the U.S.
Army is restricted by Title 10, which contains the guidelines for what
medical treatment the U.S. Army can provideto individuals.

“In order to get ready for this event, we had to come out here, recon
the route and provide amedical assessment to JIMC of the various types
of injuriesthat may have occurred,” said Cpt. Cunningham.

Once the medical assessment was made, the medical personnel made
their plan for coverage and then coordinated with the other battle groups
in MND(N) to ensure they provided enough personnel and equipment to
cover all possible medical needs during the competition.

“We, as far as SFOR and MND (N) is concerned, provided five
ambulances, three from the Americans, one from the Turkish, and one
from the (Nordic

Polish Battle Group).
We also had roving
medicswho traveled
between each point.
| think we had atotal
of 20 medicsbetween
AFinBiH, American,
NORDPOL and the
Turkish,”  Capt.
Cunningham said.

In the end there
werezeroinjuries.

Accordingto Cpt.
Meredith, when it
comestomaking sure
co-ordination is
done right, “trust is
good, checking is
better.”

8 TALON Saturday, September 1, 2001



Event Team
Equipment Carry | Corps VF-B

Litter Carry | Corps VF-B
March Il Corps VF-B
Shoot Il Corps VF-B

Overall First Place - | Corps VF-B
Second Place - | Corps VF-B
Third Place - Third Guards Corps

(Right) The team representing the
Separate Peacekeeping Airborne
Russian Regiment nears the end of
the ammunition carry.(Photo by Pfc.
Michael Bennett)

(Left) Stretchers full of sandbags lay
waiting in the morning fog. Partici-
pants carried the stretchers 200
meters during the March and Shoot
competition.(Photo by Spc. Daniel
Ernst)
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760th Ordnance Co. Tests the ‘Big Bang’ Theory With...

C4 and aWhole Lot N

Story and photos by Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Larsen
Eagle Base

How does one get rid of thousands of grenades, a load of
land mines, and crates of mortar rounds — in all, about 3,500
pounds of ordnance, left over from the 1992-95 war in Bosnia?

Simple—blow it up.

That' sexactly what soldiersfrom the 760th Ordnance Company
(Explosive Ordnance Disposal) did Aug. 21, near Banovici, acity
25 kilometers west of Eagle Base. Bosnian Federation troops
arrived with threetrucksfull of ordnance, ranging from homemade
hand grenades (tin cans with fuzes sticking out of the top) to
sophisticated TMM-1 antitank mines, powerful enough to blow
a 4-foot crater into the ground. Teams of soldiers toiled in the
August sun, removing boxes and boxes of ordnance until the
truckswere emptied.

Capt. Pat Unzicker, the company commander, hasbeeninthe
EOD field for four years. He said nothing comparesto hands-on,
live-firework.

“Seeing it in photos and publications is one thing,” he said.
“Being out here, setting the charges, and actually seeingit go up
— that’ s another.”

The 760th has been in country for alittle over seven months.
Inthat time, Capt. Unzicker estimated, the company has destroyed
more than 11,500 pounds of ordnance.

Images of rocket grenades reflect in the sunglasses of Ensign
Chris Anderson, a Navy EOD officer working with the 760th
Ordnance Company (EOD), as he stacks the grenades while
getting them ready for destruction.

10

Setting up the
demolition, or ‘demo’ as
the EOD technicians say,
isn't as easy as it might
sound.

“We'll probably work
onit two or three hoursto
set the shot up, de-
pending on the kind of
ordnancethey have,” said
1st Sgt. Loren Nace.

First Sgt. Nace said the
EOD technicianslayer the
demo; on this particular
pile, stacks of rifle
grenades were laid in a
row and covered by land
mines.

One pile of ordnance,
or ‘shot’, made up of
rocket-propelled grenades
(RPGs), riflegrenadesand
land mines, covered a 2-
and-one-half by 12-foot
area on the ground, and
was nearly 2- feet high.

First Sgt. Nacesaid one
of thekeysto asuccessful
demo is to make sure all
the ordnance is touching.
Once that's done, the
techs go to work with 1-
and-one-quarter-pound
blocks of Composition 4,
more commonly known as
C4 explosive, which are
the demolition charges.

“We'll get all our
explosives, add to it to
propagateit, so that when
one goes off they all go
off, likeachain reaction,”
hesaid. “It'slikemaking a
cake —alayered cake. As
long as everything's
touching, normally it'll go
off. When you have gaps
in between your ex-
plosives, you have
problems.”

Being around so much
ammunition and ordnance,
some troops were notice-
ably nervous. Capt.
Unzicker reassured the
soldiersfrom Company C,
648th Engineers and the

TALON

Staff Sgt. Daniel Massey triggers the
detonation of ordnance near the demolition
rangein Banovici.

92nd Engineer Battalion, who were helping to
set up the shots, there was nothing to worry
about.

“This ordnance is all safe to handle,” he
said, handing one soldier an antipersonnel
land mine that was about the size of a can of
shoepolish. “ Thereareno fuzesin the mines,
and the mortar rounds still have the safety
wires. “Aslong as you treat it with respect,
like all ammunition, there’s no problem,” he
added.

Owing to the hot August weather, the
troops on the demo range had removed their
BDU shirts, and were clad in T-shirts, helmet
and body armor. Bottles of water were

Saturday, September 1, 2001



lore

scattered here and there, and the EOD techs
went about readying the shots; there were
three planned. Capt. Unzicker explained that
each shot would contain about 1,000 pounds
of ordnance.

Blocks of C4 —which in the heat were soft
and pliable—were placed on thetop and sides
of thepiles. Thedemo blocks had double-sided
tape on the back, and stuck easily tothevaried
surfaces of the ordnance, whether metal, wood
or plastic.

Once C4 charges were placed on al the
shots, blasting capswereinserted into several
of the charges (“We like redundancy,” said
1st Sgt. Nace) and detonation cord was
attached. The cord wasrun to radio receivers
placed behind a mound of dirt. The receivers
get the signal to trigger the explosions, sent
from nearly amileaway.

Ensign ChrisAnderson, aNavy EOD officer
attached to the 760th, was a mile east of the
shots, blocking a road to make sure no one
cameinto thearea. Hisvoicecrackled over the
radio.

“The areaisclear. Fireinthe hole! Firein
the hole! Fireinthehole!”

With that, Staff Sgt. Daniel Massey, at the
safe site a mile west of the blast range, sent
the‘fire’ command ontheradio. First, awarning
shot was fired — an antitank mine. The blast
echoed through the trees."We do that so any
civiliansintheareaknow we' reabout to blast,”
1st Sgt. Nacesaid. “ Thisiswherewedo al our
shots, and the people around here know what
the warning shot means.”

One minute later, Staff Sgt. Massey got the
okay from Capt. Unzicker to fire the first shot,
the pile of rifle grenades and RPGs. A
thunderous blast announced the destruction of
that pile; the shock wave ripped through the
trees. Some soldiersfelt like they’ d been hit in
the chest. The sequence was repeated two more
times. Thelast shot, themound of antitank mines,
land mines and mortar rounds, was the largest.
Shrapnel tore into trees around the blast site,
and chunks of dirt and rocks flew into the air.

After the last shot and waiting for the ‘all
clear’ from Ensign Anderson, the EOD team
returned to the site. What was ground recently
madelevel by the engineersnow contained three
craters. The mine shot madethe largest; acrater
nearly 12 feet deep and 30 feet wide was now
there; aclod of dirt taller than aman wasthrown
six feet fromitsedge.

“You know, | used to beintheinfantry, and  (Top) Pfc. Fronche Brooks, 92nd Engineer Battalion, unloads a box of rifle grenades
that was fun,” said Capt. Unzicker. “But this—  during the EOD operation near Banovici. (Above) A video image of an ordnance blast.
man, you can't beat this!” Observers stand a mile away due to safety concerns. (Video by Sgt. Jonathan Meek)
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‘Diamondbacks’
Head to New Camps

Story and photo by Cpl. Anthony Koch
Eagle Base

With more than 80,000 miles of presence patrols under their
belt, soldiersfrom Company D, 3rd Battalion, 153rd Infantry settle
in to their new home for the remaining ‘miles’ of their Bosnian
tour.

Membersof Co. D, aso known asthe‘ Diamondbacks', moved
from Coyote Station to Eagle Base and Camp McGovern Aug. 3.
They will finish their timein the Balkans operating from thesetwo
new locations.

This move was prompted to prepare for the transition from
Stabilization Force9to SFOR 10.

“They’retrying to re-organize for SFOR 10 and the company
that replaces us will be here at Eagle Base,” said Co. D 1st Sgt.
Gene Ravenscraft. “So we're just getting everything set up. So
when they come in for their right-seat ride, everything will be
where it's supposed to be.”

“Everything” includes establishing the ‘footprint’, or area of
responsibility, and preparing equipment for lateral transfer and
turn-in. These missionsarethefocus of the company in preparation
for thearrival of SFOR 10, according to 1<t Lt. Jon Fisher, company
executiveofficer.

The Arkansas National Guard company’ smission will remain
essentially the same, presence patrols and weapons storage site
inspections, according to 1st Sgt. Ravenscraft. Their former area
of coverage included Lukavac, Tuzla and Srebrenik. Now the
Diamondbacks will be responsible for patrolling the Tuzla and
Lukavac areas, and Troop C, 3d Squadron, 7th Cavalry will be
responsiblefor patrolling Srebrenik.

“It hasn't changed our mission, other than extending our
(travel) timeto our AOR,” 1st Lt. Fisher said about the move.

Coyote Station isin Lukavac, about a 30-minute drive from
Eagle Base, and Co.D was the only military unit there. With its
departure, the post now serves as Brown and Root Corporation’s
headquarters.

“Thewhole set-up, thewhol e (base), isstill there; (Brown and
Root) didn’t tear anything down,” explained 1st Sgt. Ravenscraft.

When the company arrived in country Mar. 11, soldiersset up
their main camp at Coyote Station and have been there until this
move. Co. D also had aplatoon at Hill 722 for eight weeksuntil it
closed in May.

Sgt. Larry Davis
(left) and Spc.
Torrey Alexander,
with Company D,
3rd Battalion,
153rd Infantry in-
teract with local
children while on
patrol in Lukavac.
The Arkansas Na-
tional Guard com-
pany will continue
presence patrolsin
Lukavac as well as
Tuzla although it
moved from Coy-
ote Station Aug. 3.

Soldier on the Street

“What have you learned from
working with foreign soldiers?”

with our soldiers the same
way, and we have learned
many other things they already
know because of their missions.

I have learned that we deal

1st Sgt. Edmundo Batista
1st Portuguese Bn

Camp Comanche

evenot only learned,
but have taught oth-
ers about Finland.

Learning is aways a two-way
influence.

Lt. Col. Martti Kari
Finnish CIMIC
Eagle Base

ehavethesametrain-
ing. We just speak a
different language.

Sgt. 1st Class
Arthur Gibson
2nd Bn, 121st Inf.
Camp Comanche

e have so much in
common. Thereare
S0 many similarities

between our armies. So many
it's almost scary.

Staff Sgt. Chris Cleary
1st Bn,108th Armor
Camp Comanche

ferent standards. Some of

oursare higher and some of
theirsare higher. Theimportant
thing is we all come together
and learn from each other.

I 've learned we train to dif-

Sgt. Kenny Brooks
HHC 2nd Bn, 121st Inf.
Camp Comanche

heir countries are more

I than just linesonamap.
Being around the sol-

diers makes their countries
more real, more three-dimen-

sional.

Spc. Carin Hagman
1022nd Med Co.
Eagle Base




